
Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area, with Waterloo Region, City 
of Guelph, City of Brantford / 
Brant County, Dufferin County and 
Northern end of Niagara Region

This map illustrates clusters of five 
or more towers that may have higher 
potential for GHG reduction: groupings 
of larger buildings built prior to the 
period in which energy saving measures 
began to be introduced (roughly 1973). 
Together, these represent about half of 
all Apartment Towers in the GGH (47 
per cent). 
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Tower Neighbourhood Renewal in 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
An Analysis of High-Rise Apartment Tower Neighbourhoods 
Developed in the Post-War Boom (1945-1984)

The Greater Golden Horseshoe is unique globally for its pattern 
of urbanization due to the proliferation of post-war apartment 
towers throughout the region.

In 2009 ERA Architects and planningAlliance as well as the Cities 
Centre at the University of Toronto, were commissioned by the 
Ontario Growth Secretariat, in the Ministry of Infrastructure, to 
analyze this housing resource and examine its future role in our 
growing region.

The study examined and catalogued the 1,925 Apartment Towers 
developed in the post war boom (between 1945 and 1984) as 
well as an additional 1,155 lower rise apartment (5-7 storeys) of 
the same time period. Together, these 3,080 post-war apartments 
contain 496,591 units and make up 17% of all housing in the region, 
20% of all housing in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, 
and nearly a third of all housing in the City of Toronto. The study 
examines the current condition of this housing resource, and 
the neighbourhoods they form, throughout the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe.

The study then explored the potential for reengaging these Towers 
through a process of neighbourhood renewal to support the 
realization of provincial priorities including the implementation 
of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, creating 
a network of regional rapid transit, conserving energy, reducing 
greenhouse gas production, reducing poverty, providing 
affordable housing, and building a green economy.

Findings of this research initiative was published in 2010 
as the report Tower Neighbourhood Renewal in the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe: An Analysis of High-Rise Apartment Tower 
Neighbourhoods Developed in the Post-War Boom (1945-1984). 

The full report can be downloaded at www.cugr.ca.

Greater Toronto and Hamilton 
Area, with Waterloo Region, City 
of Guelph, City of Brantford / 
Brant County, Dufferin County and 
Northern end of Niagara Region

This map illustrates clusters with 
high potential for intensification: large 
clusters of towers with properties 
larger than one hectare, or within an 
urban growth centre. Together, these 
represent 60 per cent of Apartment 
Towers in the GGH.  

20km

USA

Legend

*Planned transit refers to the Metrolinx 25 Year  
Regional Rapid Transit Network.

Base layers for this map, as well as designated 
Greenbelt Areas and Urban Growth Centre Locations 
provided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Min-
istry of Municipal Affairs and Housing of the Ontario 
government.  
       Regional rapid transit corridors shown on this 
map are based on the research team’s interpretation 
of Schedule 2 of the Metrolinx Regional Transporta-
tion Plan entitled “25-Year Plan for the Regional Rapid 
Transit and Highway Network”.
Kitchener/Waterloo Light Rail alignment provided by 
the Region of Waterloo (TBC).

Higher Potential Growth Cluster

Designated Greenbelt Area

Roadway

Boundary of Jurisdictions within 

Planned Gateway Mobility Hub

Planned Anchor Mobility Hub

Planned K/W Light Rail

Existing and Planned TTC Subway/RT
Planned Metrolinx Light Rail / Bus Rapid Transit (RT)*

Approximate Boundary of Urban Growth Centre

All Other Apartment Towers

The Greater Golden Horseshoe:
Apartment Towers, Growth Centres, Planned Rapid Transit and the Greenbelt 

Legend
50km

Apartment Towers (not to scale)

Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) 

Delineated Built up areas 

Toronto

Designated Greenbelt Area

Existing and Planned Regional Rapid Transit*

Urban Growth Centre

*Planned transit refers to the Metrolinx 25 Year  
Regional Rapid Transit Network.

Base layers for this map, as well as designated Green-
belt Areas and Urban Growth Centre Locations pro-
vided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing of the Ontario gov-
ernment.  
       Regional rapid transit corridors shown on this 
map are based on the research team’s interpretation 
of Schedule 2 of the Metrolinx Regional Transporta-
tion Plan entitled “25-Year Plan for the Regional Rapid 
Transit and Highway Network”.
Kitchener/Waterloo Light Rail alignment provided by 
the Region of Waterloo (TBC).

Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH)

Boundary of upper and single-tier 
municipalities

*Planned transit refers to the Metrolinx 25 Year  
Regional Rapid Transit Network.

Base layers for this map, as well as designated 
Greenbelt Areas and Urban Growth Centre Loca-
tions provided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing of the 
Ontario government.  
       Regional rapid transit corridors shown on this 
map are based on the research team’s interpretation 
of Schedule 2 of the Metrolinx Regional Transpor-
tation Plan entitled “25-Year Plan for the Regional 
Rapid Transit and Highway Network”.
Kitchener/Waterloo Light Rail alignment provided by 
the Region of Waterloo (TBC).

5km

Apartment Clusters
 and Properties

Legend

Property boundary, less than 0.5 ha 

Designated Greenbelt Area

Roadway

Boundary of Jurisdictions
 within GGH

Property boundary, greater than 1 ha

Property boundary, between 0.5 ha and 1 ha 

Cluster of 5 or more Apartment Towers

Cluster of 2-4 Apartment Towers

Isolated Apartment Towers

Approximate Boundary of 
Urban Growth Centre

Planned Gateway Mobility Hub

Planned Anchor Mobility Hub

Planned K/W Light Rail

Existing and Planned TTC Subway/RT

Planned Metrolinx Light Rail / 
Bus Rapid Transit (RT)*

50kmUSA

*Planned transit refers to the Metrolinx 25 Year  
Regional Rapid Transit Network.

Base layers for this map, as well as designated 
Greenbelt Areas and Urban Growth Centre Locations 
provided by the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Min-
istry of Municipal Affairs and Housing of the Ontario 
government.  
       Regional rapid transit corridors shown on this 
map are based on the research team’s interpretation 
of Schedule 2 of the Metrolinx Regional Transporta-
tion Plan entitled “25-Year Plan for the Regional Rapid 
Transit and Highway Network”.
Kitchener/Waterloo Light Rail alignment provided by 
the Region of Waterloo (TBC).

Legend

Above Average Transit Cluster

Designated Greenbelt Area

Roadway

Boundary of Jurisdictions within 

Planned Gateway Mobility Hub

Planned Anchor Mobility Hub

Planned K/W Light Rail

Existing and Planned TTC Subway/RT
Planned Metrolinx Light Rail / Bus RT*

All Other Apartment Towers

This map illustrates clusters with 
high-potential to attract transit 
ridership to planned rapid transit; 
large clusters of five or more towers 
with above average transit ridership. 
Collectively, these represent nearly 
half of all Apartment Towers in the 
GGH (43 per cent).   

Large Apartment Clusters with Higher 
than Average Transit Ridership

Greater Golden Horseshoe
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istry of Municipal Affairs and Housing of the Ontario 
government.  
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map are based on the research team’s interpretation 
of Schedule 2 of the Metrolinx Regional Transporta-
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the Region of Waterloo (TBC).
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Forty per cent of Apartment 
Towers are within 500 metres 
of large energy users such as 
hospitals, shopping centres, 
or industrial areas. Fifteen 
per cent of these, are within 
500 metres of two or more 
large energy users.
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48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School

10.5%

89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

286 Towers

1,709 Towers

All Other Towers

Apartment Towers 
Ajacent to Schools

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Shopping Centre

57.4%

22.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,112 Towers

813 Towers

All Other Towers

Neighbourhood 
Shopping Centres

261 Towers

Community 
Shopping Centres

119 Towers

Regional 
Shopping Centres

14%

6%

Apartment Towers by Building Code Era (Development Period)

14%

31.8%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,761 of 1,925

6.7%

33.4%

14%

247 Towers
1977 - 1984

560 Towers
1966 - 1970588 Towers

1971-1976

247 Towers
1961-1965

119 Towers
Pre 1960

Apartment Towers by Decade of Development

4.5%

40%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,771 of 1,925

6.5%

49%

80 Towers
1980 - 1984

867 Towers
1970s

711 Towers
1960s

119 Towers
Pre 1960
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Addition High-Rise Housing From Study Period (5-7 Storeys)

All Highrise Housing From 
Study by Height 

37.5%

21.5%

25.2%

15.8%
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Outer RIng

Location

100%

GGH

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys
5-7 Storeys

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Low-Rise Residential

78.4%

21.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

415 Towers

1,510 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Low-Rise 
Residential 

Apartment Towers
WIthin 250 m from
Low-Rise 
Residential

Planned Rapid Transit and Apartment Towers
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Apartment Towers
All High-Rise Residental

Apartment Towers Related to Total Housing Stock in the GGH

13%

83%

Total Units in GGH: 2,961,375 

2,464,784 Units

All Other Housing
 Units in the GGH

4%

383,838 Units
Apartmemt Towers

112,753 Units

Additional Units from 
Study Era (5-7 storeys)

Units in Apartment Towers Compared to 
Single Family Homes in the GGH 

25%

75%1,518,700 Units

383,838 Units

Single Family Homes in GGH
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Location
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29%

Total Towers: 1,925

 1,189 Towers
Toronto

173 Towers
Outer Ring

563 Towers
GTHA w/o Toronto

9%

0

500

1000

1500

2000

0

500

1000

1500

2000

Apartment Towers by Number of Storeys

Towers

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
w/o Toronto

GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys

91%

62%

29%
9%

Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 

27%

62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

522 Towers

1,188 Towers

Clusters of 2-4 
apartment towers

Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%

215 Towers
Single apartment towers

30%

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
555.8 Ha in 834 Parcels

668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters

973.1 Ha in 108 Clusters

Single Properties

4+ Adjacent Properties

2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%

Total Hectarage of Apartments Sites:  2,197.5 ha

381.5 Hectares
502 Towers

1,667.6 Hectares
888 Towers

Apartment sites 
between

1ha and 0.5 ha
Apartment sites 
greater than 1 ha

7%
148.4 Hectares

520 Towers

Apartment sites 
less than 0.5 ha

Rental Apartment Towers Related to all Rental in the GGH

33%

67%

Total Rental Units in GGH: 869,380

581,799 Units

287,581 Rental Units

All Other Rental Units
in the GGH

Rental Apartment Towers

Rental Apartment Towers Related to
All High-Rise Rental in the GGH

69.5%

7.5%

Total High-Rise Rental Units in GGH: 414,930

30,981 Units

All Other High-Rise Rental
Units in the GGH

287,581Units
Apartment Towers 

96,368 Units

Additional High-Rise Rental 
Units from Study Period 

(5-7 Storeys)

23%

1.5%

1%

16.8%

Total Towers: 1,925

1,522 Towers

Co-operative

Rental 
324 Towers

Condominium

Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers

19 Towers

11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers

206 Towers

836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need

Very High Social Need

Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership

38%
62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

735 Towers

1,190 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Transit Ridership

Apartment Towers with Below Average Car Ownership

30%

70%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

594 Towers

1,331 Towers

All Other Towers

Below Average* Car Ownership

Apartment Towers with Above Average Walking/Cycling

42%
58%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

809 Towers

1,116 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Walking/Cycling

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Existing 
Regional Rapid Transit

17%

83%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,750 Towers

175 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Existing 
Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers
Within Planned Metrolinx 

Mobility Hubs

82%

18%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,580 Towers

345 Towers

Outside of a
Planned
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Within a 
Planned 
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx Plan 25-Year
Regional Rapid Transit Network

36%

64%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

693 Towers

1,232 Towers
Apartment Towers Further

Than 500 m from All Planned
Regional Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from the

Metrolinx Big Five

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from Existing

Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m 
of All Planned Regional Rapid 
Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx ‘Big Five’

28%

72%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,559 Towers

366 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Big FIve

Apartment Towers Within Urban Growth Centres

13.7%

86.3%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,662 Towers

263 Towers

Apartment Towers
Outside of Urban 

Growth Centres

Apartment Towers
Within Urban Growth 
Centres

Apartment Towers Within 250 m of Arterial Road

55.4%44.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

859 Towers
1,066 Towers

Apartment Towers
Further Than 250 m
from Arterial Road

Apartment Towers 
WIthin 250 m from 
Arterial Road

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Newer High-Rise Residential

48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School

10.5%

89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

286 Towers

1,709 Towers

All Other Towers

Apartment Towers 
Ajacent to Schools

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Shopping Centre

57.4%

22.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,112 Towers

813 Towers

All Other Towers

Neighbourhood 
Shopping Centres

261 Towers

Community 
Shopping Centres

119 Towers

Regional 
Shopping Centres

14%

6%

Apartment Towers by Building Code Era (Development Period)

14%

31.8%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,761 of 1,925

6.7%

33.4%

14%

247 Towers
1977 - 1984

560 Towers
1966 - 1970588 Towers

1971-1976

247 Towers
1961-1965

119 Towers
Pre 1960

Apartment Towers by Decade of Development

4.5%

40%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,771 of 1,925

6.5%

49%

80 Towers
1980 - 1984

867 Towers
1970s

711 Towers
1960s

119 Towers
Pre 1960
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GGH
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78.4%
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Apartment Towers Related to Total Housing Stock in the GGH

13%

83%

Total Units in GGH: 2,961,375 

2,464,784 Units

All Other Housing
 Units in the GGH

4%

383,838 Units
Apartmemt Towers

112,753 Units

Additional Units from 
Study Era (5-7 storeys)

Units in Apartment Towers Compared to 
Single Family Homes in the GGH 

25%

75%1,518,700 Units

383,838 Units

Single Family Homes in GGH
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Towers

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
w/o Toronto

GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys

91%

62%

29%
9%

Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 

27%

62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

522 Towers

1,188 Towers

Clusters of 2-4 
apartment towers

Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%

215 Towers
Single apartment towers

30%

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
555.8 Ha in 834 Parcels

668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters

973.1 Ha in 108 Clusters

Single Properties

4+ Adjacent Properties

2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%

Total Hectarage of Apartments Sites:  2,197.5 ha

381.5 Hectares
502 Towers

1,667.6 Hectares
888 Towers

Apartment sites 
between

1ha and 0.5 ha
Apartment sites 
greater than 1 ha

7%
148.4 Hectares

520 Towers

Apartment sites 
less than 0.5 ha

Rental Apartment Towers Related to all Rental in the GGH

33%

67%

Total Rental Units in GGH: 869,380

581,799 Units

287,581 Rental Units

All Other Rental Units
in the GGH

Rental Apartment Towers

Rental Apartment Towers Related to
All High-Rise Rental in the GGH

69.5%

7.5%

Total High-Rise Rental Units in GGH: 414,930

30,981 Units

All Other High-Rise Rental
Units in the GGH

287,581Units
Apartment Towers 

96,368 Units

Additional High-Rise Rental 
Units from Study Period 

(5-7 Storeys)

23%

1.5%

1%

16.8%

Total Towers: 1,925

1,522 Towers

Co-operative

Rental 
324 Towers

Condominium

Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers

19 Towers

11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers

206 Towers

836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need

Very High Social Need

Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership

38%
62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

735 Towers

1,190 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Transit Ridership

Apartment Towers with Below Average Car Ownership

30%

70%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

594 Towers

1,331 Towers

All Other Towers

Below Average* Car Ownership

Apartment Towers with Above Average Walking/Cycling

42%
58%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

809 Towers

1,116 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Walking/Cycling

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Existing 
Regional Rapid Transit

17%

83%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,750 Towers

175 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Existing 
Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers
Within Planned Metrolinx 

Mobility Hubs

82%

18%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,580 Towers

345 Towers

Outside of a
Planned
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Within a 
Planned 
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx Plan 25-Year
Regional Rapid Transit Network

36%

64%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

693 Towers

1,232 Towers
Apartment Towers Further

Than 500 m from All Planned
Regional Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from the

Metrolinx Big Five

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from Existing

Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m 
of All Planned Regional Rapid 
Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx ‘Big Five’

28%

72%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,559 Towers

366 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Big FIve

Apartment Towers Within Urban Growth Centres

13.7%

86.3%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,662 Towers

263 Towers

Apartment Towers
Outside of Urban 

Growth Centres

Apartment Towers
Within Urban Growth 
Centres

Apartment Towers Within 250 m of Arterial Road

55.4%44.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

859 Towers
1,066 Towers

Apartment Towers
Further Than 250 m
from Arterial Road

Apartment Towers 
WIthin 250 m from 
Arterial Road

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Newer High-Rise Residential

48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School
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89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
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1,709 Towers

All Other Towers
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of Shopping Centre
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All Other Towers
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261 Towers

Community 
Shopping Centres

119 Towers

Regional 
Shopping Centres

14%

6%
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13%

83%

Total Units in GGH: 2,961,375 
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All Other Housing
 Units in the GGH
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383,838 Units
Apartmemt Towers

112,753 Units

Additional Units from 
Study Era (5-7 storeys)
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Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 

27%

62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

522 Towers

1,188 Towers

Clusters of 2-4 
apartment towers

Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%

215 Towers
Single apartment towers

30%

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
555.8 Ha in 834 Parcels

668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters

973.1 Ha in 108 Clusters

Single Properties

4+ Adjacent Properties

2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%

Total Hectarage of Apartments Sites:  2,197.5 ha

381.5 Hectares
502 Towers

1,667.6 Hectares
888 Towers

Apartment sites 
between

1ha and 0.5 ha
Apartment sites 
greater than 1 ha

7%
148.4 Hectares

520 Towers

Apartment sites 
less than 0.5 ha

Rental Apartment Towers Related to all Rental in the GGH

33%

67%

Total Rental Units in GGH: 869,380

581,799 Units

287,581 Rental Units

All Other Rental Units
in the GGH

Rental Apartment Towers

Rental Apartment Towers Related to
All High-Rise Rental in the GGH

69.5%

7.5%

Total High-Rise Rental Units in GGH: 414,930

30,981 Units

All Other High-Rise Rental
Units in the GGH

287,581Units
Apartment Towers 

96,368 Units

Additional High-Rise Rental 
Units from Study Period 

(5-7 Storeys)

23%

1.5%

1%

16.8%

Total Towers: 1,925

1,522 Towers

Co-operative

Rental 
324 Towers

Condominium

Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers

19 Towers

11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers

206 Towers

836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need

Very High Social Need

Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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%

Location

Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership

38%
62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

735 Towers

1,190 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Transit Ridership

Apartment Towers with Below Average Car Ownership

30%

70%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

594 Towers

1,331 Towers

All Other Towers

Below Average* Car Ownership

Apartment Towers with Above Average Walking/Cycling

42%
58%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

809 Towers

1,116 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Walking/Cycling

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Existing 
Regional Rapid Transit

17%

83%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,750 Towers

175 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Existing 
Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers
Within Planned Metrolinx 

Mobility Hubs

82%

18%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,580 Towers

345 Towers

Outside of a
Planned
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Within a 
Planned 
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx Plan 25-Year
Regional Rapid Transit Network

36%

64%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

693 Towers

1,232 Towers
Apartment Towers Further

Than 500 m from All Planned
Regional Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from the

Metrolinx Big Five

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from Existing

Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m 
of All Planned Regional Rapid 
Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx ‘Big Five’

28%

72%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,559 Towers

366 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Big FIve

Apartment Towers Within Urban Growth Centres

13.7%

86.3%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,662 Towers

263 Towers

Apartment Towers
Outside of Urban 

Growth Centres

Apartment Towers
Within Urban Growth 
Centres

Apartment Towers Within 250 m of Arterial Road

55.4%44.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

859 Towers
1,066 Towers

Apartment Towers
Further Than 250 m
from Arterial Road

Apartment Towers 
WIthin 250 m from 
Arterial Road

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Newer High-Rise Residential

48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School

10.5%

89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

286 Towers

1,709 Towers

All Other Towers

Apartment Towers 
Ajacent to Schools

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Shopping Centre

57.4%

22.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,112 Towers

813 Towers

All Other Towers

Neighbourhood 
Shopping Centres

261 Towers

Community 
Shopping Centres

119 Towers

Regional 
Shopping Centres

14%

6%

Apartment Towers by Building Code Era (Development Period)

14%

31.8%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,761 of 1,925

6.7%

33.4%

14%

247 Towers
1977 - 1984

560 Towers
1966 - 1970588 Towers

1971-1976

247 Towers
1961-1965

119 Towers
Pre 1960

Apartment Towers by Decade of Development

4.5%

40%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,771 of 1,925

6.5%

49%

80 Towers
1980 - 1984

867 Towers
1970s

711 Towers
1960s

119 Towers
Pre 1960
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Apartment Towers Under Study

All High-Rise Housing
Addition High-Rise Housing From Study Period (5-7 Storeys)

All Highrise Housing From 
Study by Height 

37.5%

21.5%

25.2%

15.8%

Total Towers: 3,080658 Towers

779 Storeys

1,155 Towers

12-17 Storeys

8-11 Storeys

5-7 Storeys

488 Towers
18+ Storeys
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88%

Towers

57%

31%
12%

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
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GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

100%

GGH

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys
5-7 Storeys

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Low-Rise Residential

78.4%

21.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

415 Towers

1,510 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Low-Rise 
Residential 

Apartment Towers
WIthin 250 m from
Low-Rise 
Residential
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Apartment Towers
All High-Rise Residental

Apartment Towers Related to Total Housing Stock in the GGH

13%

83%

Total Units in GGH: 2,961,375 

2,464,784 Units

All Other Housing
 Units in the GGH

4%

383,838 Units
Apartmemt Towers

112,753 Units

Additional Units from 
Study Era (5-7 storeys)

Units in Apartment Towers Compared to 
Single Family Homes in the GGH 

25%

75%1,518,700 Units

383,838 Units

Single Family Homes in GGH

Units in Apartment Towers in GGH
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Location

Location of Apartment Towers in GGH

62%

29%

Total Towers: 1,925

 1,189 Towers
Toronto

173 Towers
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563 Towers
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Apartment Towers by Number of Storeys

Towers

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
w/o Toronto

GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys

91%

62%

29%
9%

Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 

27%

62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

522 Towers

1,188 Towers

Clusters of 2-4 
apartment towers

Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%

215 Towers
Single apartment towers

30%

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
555.8 Ha in 834 Parcels

668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters

973.1 Ha in 108 Clusters

Single Properties

4+ Adjacent Properties

2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%

Total Hectarage of Apartments Sites:  2,197.5 ha

381.5 Hectares
502 Towers

1,667.6 Hectares
888 Towers

Apartment sites 
between

1ha and 0.5 ha
Apartment sites 
greater than 1 ha

7%
148.4 Hectares

520 Towers

Apartment sites 
less than 0.5 ha

Rental Apartment Towers Related to all Rental in the GGH

33%

67%

Total Rental Units in GGH: 869,380

581,799 Units

287,581 Rental Units

All Other Rental Units
in the GGH

Rental Apartment Towers

Rental Apartment Towers Related to
All High-Rise Rental in the GGH

69.5%

7.5%

Total High-Rise Rental Units in GGH: 414,930

30,981 Units

All Other High-Rise Rental
Units in the GGH

287,581Units
Apartment Towers 

96,368 Units

Additional High-Rise Rental 
Units from Study Period 

(5-7 Storeys)

23%

1.5%

1%

16.8%

Total Towers: 1,925

1,522 Towers

Co-operative

Rental 
324 Towers

Condominium

Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers

19 Towers

11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers

206 Towers

836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need

Very High Social Need

Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership

38%
62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

735 Towers

1,190 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Transit Ridership

Apartment Towers with Below Average Car Ownership

30%

70%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

594 Towers

1,331 Towers

All Other Towers

Below Average* Car Ownership

Apartment Towers with Above Average Walking/Cycling

42%
58%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

809 Towers

1,116 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Walking/Cycling

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Existing 
Regional Rapid Transit

17%

83%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,750 Towers

175 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Existing 
Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers
Within Planned Metrolinx 

Mobility Hubs

82%

18%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,580 Towers

345 Towers

Outside of a
Planned
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Within a 
Planned 
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx Plan 25-Year
Regional Rapid Transit Network

36%

64%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

693 Towers

1,232 Towers
Apartment Towers Further

Than 500 m from All Planned
Regional Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from the

Metrolinx Big Five

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from Existing

Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m 
of All Planned Regional Rapid 
Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx ‘Big Five’

28%

72%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,559 Towers

366 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Big FIve

Apartment Towers Within Urban Growth Centres

13.7%

86.3%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,662 Towers

263 Towers

Apartment Towers
Outside of Urban 

Growth Centres

Apartment Towers
Within Urban Growth 
Centres

Apartment Towers Within 250 m of Arterial Road

55.4%44.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

859 Towers
1,066 Towers

Apartment Towers
Further Than 250 m
from Arterial Road

Apartment Towers 
WIthin 250 m from 
Arterial Road

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Newer High-Rise Residential

48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School

10.5%

89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

286 Towers

1,709 Towers

All Other Towers

Apartment Towers 
Ajacent to Schools

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Shopping Centre

57.4%

22.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,112 Towers

813 Towers

All Other Towers

Neighbourhood 
Shopping Centres

261 Towers

Community 
Shopping Centres

119 Towers

Regional 
Shopping Centres

14%

6%

Apartment Towers by Building Code Era (Development Period)

14%

31.8%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,761 of 1,925

6.7%

33.4%

14%

247 Towers
1977 - 1984

560 Towers
1966 - 1970588 Towers

1971-1976

247 Towers
1961-1965

119 Towers
Pre 1960

Apartment Towers by Decade of Development

4.5%

40%

Total Towers with Data Available: 1,771 of 1,925

6.5%

49%

80 Towers
1980 - 1984

867 Towers
1970s

711 Towers
1960s

119 Towers
Pre 1960
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Outer RIng

Location GGH

Apartment Towers Under Study

All High-Rise Housing
Addition High-Rise Housing From Study Period (5-7 Storeys)

All Highrise Housing From 
Study by Height 

37.5%

21.5%

25.2%

15.8%

Total Towers: 3,080658 Towers

779 Storeys

1,155 Towers

12-17 Storeys

8-11 Storeys

5-7 Storeys

488 Towers
18+ Storeys
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88%
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57%

31%
12%
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GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

100%

GGH

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys
5-7 Storeys

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Low-Rise Residential

78.4%

21.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

415 Towers

1,510 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Low-Rise 
Residential 

Apartment Towers
WIthin 250 m from
Low-Rise 
Residential
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All High-Rise Housing in the GGH
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GGH 
Outer RIng

Location GGH
Apartment Towers
All High-Rise Residental

Apartment Towers Related to Total Housing Stock in the GGH

13%

83%

Total Units in GGH: 2,961,375 

2,464,784 Units

All Other Housing
 Units in the GGH

4%

383,838 Units
Apartmemt Towers

112,753 Units

Additional Units from 
Study Era (5-7 storeys)

Units in Apartment Towers Compared to 
Single Family Homes in the GGH 

25%

75%1,518,700 Units

383,838 Units

Single Family Homes in GGH

Units in Apartment Towers in GGH
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91%

Towers

62%

29%

9%
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GGH 
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Location

Location of Apartment Towers in GGH

62%

29%

Total Towers: 1,925

 1,189 Towers
Toronto

173 Towers
Outer Ring

563 Towers
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Apartment Towers by Number of Storeys

Towers

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
w/o Toronto

GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys

91%

62%

29%
9%

Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 

27%

62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

522 Towers

1,188 Towers

Clusters of 2-4 
apartment towers

Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%

215 Towers
Single apartment towers

30%

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
555.8 Ha in 834 Parcels

668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters

973.1 Ha in 108 Clusters

Single Properties

4+ Adjacent Properties

2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%

Total Hectarage of Apartments Sites:  2,197.5 ha

381.5 Hectares
502 Towers

1,667.6 Hectares
888 Towers

Apartment sites 
between

1ha and 0.5 ha
Apartment sites 
greater than 1 ha

7%
148.4 Hectares

520 Towers

Apartment sites 
less than 0.5 ha

Rental Apartment Towers Related to all Rental in the GGH

33%

67%

Total Rental Units in GGH: 869,380

581,799 Units

287,581 Rental Units

All Other Rental Units
in the GGH

Rental Apartment Towers

Rental Apartment Towers Related to
All High-Rise Rental in the GGH

69.5%

7.5%

Total High-Rise Rental Units in GGH: 414,930

30,981 Units

All Other High-Rise Rental
Units in the GGH

287,581Units
Apartment Towers 

96,368 Units

Additional High-Rise Rental 
Units from Study Period 

(5-7 Storeys)

23%

1.5%

1%

16.8%

Total Towers: 1,925

1,522 Towers

Co-operative

Rental 
324 Towers

Condominium

Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers

19 Towers

11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers

206 Towers

836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need

Very High Social Need

Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership

38%
62%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

735 Towers

1,190 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Transit Ridership

Apartment Towers with Below Average Car Ownership

30%

70%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

594 Towers

1,331 Towers

All Other Towers

Below Average* Car Ownership

Apartment Towers with Above Average Walking/Cycling

42%
58%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925
*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated

809 Towers

1,116 Towers

All Other Towers

Above Average* Walking/Cycling

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Existing 
Regional Rapid Transit

17%

83%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,750 Towers

175 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Existing 
Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers
Within Planned Metrolinx 

Mobility Hubs

82%

18%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,580 Towers

345 Towers

Outside of a
Planned
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Within a 
Planned 
Metrolinx 
Mobility Hub

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx Plan 25-Year
Regional Rapid Transit Network

36%

64%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

693 Towers

1,232 Towers
Apartment Towers Further

Than 500 m from All Planned
Regional Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from the

Metrolinx Big Five

Apartment Towers Further
Than 500 m from Existing

Rapid Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m 
of All Planned Regional Rapid 
Transit

Apartment Towers Within 500 m of Metrolinx ‘Big Five’

28%

72%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,559 Towers

366 Towers

Apartment Towers
Within 500 m of Big FIve

Apartment Towers Within Urban Growth Centres

13.7%

86.3%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,662 Towers

263 Towers

Apartment Towers
Outside of Urban 

Growth Centres

Apartment Towers
Within Urban Growth 
Centres

Apartment Towers Within 250 m of Arterial Road

55.4%44.6%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

859 Towers
1,066 Towers

Apartment Towers
Further Than 250 m
from Arterial Road

Apartment Towers 
WIthin 250 m from 
Arterial Road

Apartment Towers Adjacent to 
Newer High-Rise Residential

48%52%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

1,003 Towers
922 Towers

Apartment Towers 
Further Than 250 m 

from Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers
Within 250 m from 
Post-1984 
High-rise

Apartment Towers within 500 m 
of Elementary or High School

10.5%

89.5%

Total Towers in GGH: 1,925

286 Towers
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Apartment Towers Related to Total Housing Stock in the GGH
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83%
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All Other Housing
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Units in Apartment Towers Compared to 
Single Family Homes in the GGH 

25%

75%1,518,700 Units

383,838 Units

Single Family Homes in GGH

Units in Apartment Towers in GGH

0

500

1000

1500

2000

0

500

1000

1500

2000

Apartment Towers by Location
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62%

29%

Total Towers: 1,925

 1,189 Towers
Toronto

173 Towers
Outer Ring

563 Towers
GTHA w/o Toronto

9%

0

500

1000

1500

2000

0

500

1000

1500

2000

Apartment Towers by Number of Storeys

Towers

GTHA Toronto GTHA 
w/o Toronto

GGH 
Outer RIng

Location

18+ Storys
12-17 Storeys
8-11 Storeys

91%

62%

29%
9%

Percentage of Apartment Towers in Clusters 
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Clusters of 5 or more 
apartment towers 

11%
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30%
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Sites by Clusters of Adjacent Properties 

44%

26%
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668.6 Ha in 167 Clusters
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2-3 Adjacent Properties

Avg. Parcel Size: 0.66 Ha

Avg.- Cluster Size: 9 Ha

Avg. Cluster Size: 4 Ha

Total Hectarage of Apartment Sites:  2,197.5 ha

Total Hectares of Apartment Tower
Sites by Property Size

17%

76%
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Apartment Towers by Type

79%

Mixed Use Complex

Other 
(old age home / student residence)

1.7%
32 Towers

28 Towers
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11%

Social Need by Category

43%

33.4%

634 Towers
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836 Towers

Moderate Social Need

High Social Need
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Total Towers: 1,910*

12%

0.6%
223 Towers
Low Social Need 11 Towers

Very Low Social Need

* Number of Towers with data available for query
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Apartment Towers with Above Average Transit Ridership
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*As compared to municipal average in which tower is situated
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Schematic Analysis of Infill Potential for Family Housing on Apartment Tower Sites

04

05

Four Towers, 4.1 Hectare Site

02 03Typical Apartment Tower Site Potential Infill Scenario

01

16Images
01 - 03) Schematic introduction of townhouse and 
mid-rise housing on typical Apartment Tower site
04) Schematic introduction of townhouse and mid-
rise housing in cluster of four apartment towers, in-
troducing new pedestrian and cycling connections
05) New mixed-use development and public 
space adjacent to Apartment Tower, Port Credit
6) Visualization of infill potential, creating cohesive 
public space within currently fragmented Apart-
ment Neighbourhood 

Urban Location and Potential for Growth and Intensification

Apartment Clusters and Properties with Planned Rapid Transit
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