Tower Neighbourhood Renewal in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe

An Analysis of High-Rise Apartment Tower Neighbourhoods
Developed in the Post-War Boom (1945-1984)

The Greater Golden Horseshoe is unique globally for its pattern
of urbanization due to the proliferation of post-war apartment
towers throughout the region.

In 2009 ERA Architects and planningAlliance as well as the Cities
Centre at the University of Toronto, were commissioned by the
Ontario Growth Secretariat, in the Ministry of Infrastructure, to
analyze this housing resource and examine its future role in our
growing region.

The study examined and catalogued the 1,925 Apartment Towers
developed In the post war boom (between 1945 and 1984) as
well as an additional 1,155 lower rise apartment (5-7 storeys) of
the same time period. Together, these 3,080 post-war apartments
contain496,591 units and make up 17% ofall housing intheregion,
20% of all housing in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area,
and nearly a third of all housing in the City of Toronto. The study
examines the current condition of this housing resource, and
the neighbourhoods they form, throughout the Greater Golden
Horseshoe.

The studythenexploredthe potential forreengagingthese Towers
through a process of neighbourhood renewal to support the
realization of provincial priorities including the implementation
of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, creating
a network of regional rapid transit, conserving energy, reducing
greenhouse gas production, reducing poverty, providing
affordable housing, and building a green economy.

Findings of this research Initiative was published in 2010
as the report Tower Neighbourhood Renewal in the Greater
Golden Horseshoe: An Analysis of High-Rise Apartment Tower
Neighbourhoods Developed in the Post-War Boom (1945-1984).

The full report can be downloaded at www.cugr.ca.

Tower Néighbourhood Renewal
in the Greater Golden Horseshoe

An Analysis of High-Rise Apartment Tower Neighbourhoods
Developed in the Post-War Boom (1945-1984)

Prepared by

E.R.A. Architects,
planningAlliance, and the
Cities Centre at the University of Toronto

Jor the

Ontario Growth Secretariat r a

Ministry of Infrastructure r || *l A & Cities Centre
- - - Y LNIVERSITY « TORONTO

November 2010 Architects Inc.

E, ]li R }‘ N p A F Cities Centre

UNIVERSITY o TORONTO
Architects Inc.

CUG*R

CENTRE FOR URBAN GROWTH AND RENEWAL

Regional Opportunities

The Greater Golden Horseshoe:

Apartment Towers, Growth Centres, Planned Rapid Transit and the Greenbelt
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Schematic Analysis of Infill Potential for Family Housing on Apartment Tower Sites
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01 - 03) Schematic introduction of townhouse and
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04) Schematic introduction of townhouse and mid-
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This map illustrates clusters with
high potential for intensification: large
clusters of towers with properties
larger than one hectare, or within an
urban growth centre. Together, these
represent 60 per cent of Apartment
Towers in the GGH.
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